[image: ]
SIBYLS FELLOWSHIP MEETINGS
   ________________________


[bookmark: _Hlk92390536]WELCOME						(Leader all others muted)

In Matthew 18: (19-20) Jesus said: “Again, I tell you truly that if two of you on the earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by My Father in heaven. For where two or three gather together in My name, there am I with them”.
In love and peace let us greet each other in the Love of Christ
Let us greet each other with a wave… [image: ]



GREETING[image: ] (Leader all others muted)

Today we come together from many parts of the country on Zoom to share our love, hope, joys, fears, companionships, and fellowship with each other.
We need to bear each other up and make the best of every day that comes…
We have just had Trans Awareness Week and Trans Day of Remembrance. Last week I was preparing a talk based on Christine Burns book Trans Britain. One of the people I talked about was Mark Rees, a hero who was rejected for ordination because legally he was female. He took the problem of changing his birth certificate to the European Court and lost but that was instrumental as eventually court cases succeeded and the law changed in 1999 and the GRA in 2004. Then last Wednesday I was in Soho square with many others remembering those Trans people who have died in the last year, simply for being themselves. So let us now have a minute’s silence for them.

OUR FELLOWSHIP			(Leader all others muted)
Reading.    Jude 
A Call to Persevere
17 But, dear friends, remember what the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ foretold. 18 They said to you, “In the last times there will be scoffers who will follow their own ungodly desires.” 19 These are the people who divide you, who follow mere natural instincts and do not have the Spirit.
20 But you, dear friends, by building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life.
22 Be merciful to those who doubt; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; to others show mercy, mixed with fear—hating even the clothing stained by corrupted flesh.
Doxology
24 To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you before his glorious presence without fault and with great joy— 25 to the only God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.
To be a Trans person certainly requires perseverance in adversity!              
MUSIC  						(Leader introduces)
This Is Our God: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lC_eI8B1qGI
Verse 1
Remember those walls that we called sin and shame; They were like prisons that we couldn’t escape; But He came and He died and He rose; Those walls are rubble now
Verse 2
Remember those giants we called death and grave; They were like mountains that stood in our way; But He came and He died and He rose; Those giants are dead now
Chorus
This is our God; This is who He is; He loves us; This is our God; This is what He does; He saves us; He bore the cross
Beat the grave; Let heaven and earth proclaim; This is our God; King Jesus
Verse 3
Remember that fear that took our breath away; Faith so weak that we could barely pray; But He heard every word, every whisper
Verse 4
Now those altars in the wilderness; Tell the story of His faithfulness; Never once did He fail and He never will
REPEAT CHORUS
Bridge 1 (2X)
Who pulled me out of that pit; He did; He did; Who paid for all of our sin; Nobody but Jesus
Bridge 2
Who rescued me from that grave; Yahweh Yahweh; Who gets the glory and praise; Nobody but Jesus; 
Who rescued me from that grave; Yahweh Yahweh; Who gets the glory and praise; Nobody but Him
Tag
He bore the cross; Beat the grave; Let heaven and earth proclaim; This is our God; King Jesus

[bookmark: _Hlk92390694]SHARING SADNESS 			(Leader all others unmuted)

[bookmark: _Hlk92378912]But not all are or can be happy at this time. Some will be absent from this meeting but would like to be present, some are facing fears, troubling situations, illness, crises, and personal concerns. Either silently or aloud let us bring to mind those we know and others in such situations and pray for them as we wish
[bookmark: _Hlk92450864]Leader introduces (Unmute)
[bookmark: _Hlk92379451]Are there particular Trans people we should be thinking about / praying for at the moment? Brief requests!
Silence/space for individual comments or prayers.
Jesus Said: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”. (John 14:27). So, we pray for all those who are facing fears, challenges, sadness, grief and distress.
Lord, grant us all your Peace, that we may all face the future with calmness and confidence in the true knowledge and fellowship of the Love of Christ.
SHARING THANKS					(Leader all others unmuted)
      
There are many things to be thankful for. 
[bookmark: _Hlk92384457]Sometimes we may not be able to perceive these amidst our own concerns, but they are there. Either silently or aloud let us bring to mind those for whom we give thanks. Thanks, for things that have happened, for families and friends who have supported us, for opportunities, for celebrations, for our friendships, and for the help and care we have received. Let us give thanks for these and pray for them as we wish.
For me it will be GIRES, my Church, other friendly LGBT communities and my Trans friends. And of course, for the Sibyls weekend some of us were able to enjoy at Purley Chase. What do you want to thank God for (Brief)?
[bookmark: _Hlk92384796]Silence/space for individual comments or prayers.
Paul Said in Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit”. So, we bring to mind all the things we are thankful for, and give thanks for these, and all we receive in the Love of Christ.
SHARING HOPES				(Leader all others unmuted)
As we leave the past let us now look to the future and to our hopes and desires Either silently or aloud let us bring to mind those things we hope for, for ourselves, family, friends, futures, things to happen in the world.
[bookmark: _Hlk99137524]There is define hope that a bill to outlaw conversion therapy including Trans people will happen soon.
Hope for peace… What do you hope for (Brief)?
Silence/space for individual comments or prayers
In Zephaniah 3:17 it is written “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.” And in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
Grant us lord the freedom to see these hopes and to work for them, so that all may be fulfilled.


SHARING COMMUNITY			(Leader all others unmuted)

In John 15:15 we read: “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you”.
Here we bring to mind in prayer those things in our families and communities which we want to give thank for or concern us most
For our churches and families / chosen families around Christmas…
What do you want to thank God for (Brief)?
Silence/space for individual comments or prayers
In your loving care Lord, please keep our loved ones, families, friends, and all people in our communities who we know, and also do not know safe in your care. Please watch over them always, and let good health, happiness, and good fortune come to them. 


NOTICES
AGM
The AGM will be next Monday 2nd December: a committee meeting at 6pm followed by the AGM at 7pm.

St Anne's in London
 
The next service at St Anne's is scheduled for Wednesday 11th December at 18.00 - followed by a meal in a Bistro1.
These services are a good way to make contact if you are able and willing to get into London.


[bookmark: _Hlk92449505]SHARING FELLOWSHIP			(Leader all others unmuted)

This is now the time for sharing this fellowship of friends between ourselves.
Be positive: Things to thank God for?


CLOSING        				(Leader all others muted)

Lord, we thank you for our fellowship this evening. Inspire our hope, diminish our fears. Forgive us for those things which we ought to have done, but have not done, Give, us strength and courage to being the fruits of our fellowship and your Gospel to the world.
THE LORD’S PRAYER    		(Leader all others unmuted)

Say together in your own version and your own language:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

SHARING THE PEACE          	(Leader all others unmuted)

And as you share your peace Lord, let us now share our peace with each other

The peace of the Lord be with you

RESPONSE: And also with you.		(All)

Share peace in whatever way appropriate

In Philippians 4:6-7 we read: Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

THE GRACE         			(Leader all others muted)
[image: ]


May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.




MUSIC 
Bless The Lord: 10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord) - Matt Redman (Best Worship Song Ever) (with Lyrics) - YouTube
[Chorus]
Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul; Worship His holy name; Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name
[Verse 1]
The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning; It's time to sing Your song again; Whatever may pass and whatever lies before me; Let me be singing when the evening comes
[Verse 2]
You're rich in love and You're slow to anger; Your name is great and Your heart is kind; For all Your goodness, I will keep on singing; Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find
[Verse 3]
And on that day when my strength is failing; The end draws near and my time has come; Still, my soul will sing Your praise unending; Ten thousand years and then forevermore 
[Chorus]
[Outro]
Sing like never before, O my soul; I'll worship Your holy name; Jesus, I will worship Your holy name
Worship Your holy name
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